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CONSERVATION EASEMENTS

By legal definition an easement isaright, asaright of way, afforded aperson to makelimited use of
another’sreal property. Inour officewetak about conservation easementsand transfer of devel opment
rights(TDR’s). Inadeveloping county such asFairfield, conservation easements offer uschoicesin how
wedecideto useand utilize varioustractsand acreages of land.

Aswith much of Ohio, Fairfield County wasfor years predominantly rural, with many familiesinvolved
inagricultureand/or agricultural ventures. Whileagricultureanditsrelated marketsand businessesdo
employ oneout of every six peoplein Ohio, actual acreage devoted to agriculture/open space has declined.

Fairfield County currently isconverting about 2,000-3,000 acres per year from farmland to building sites.
Fairfield County currently hasabout a12% " high intensity urban acreage” classification which doesnot
includethemany existing 2-5 acrelots.

So why do we need agriculture/open space? How do weall benefit by keeping them? These seem to bequestions
that arefrequently being asked. To answer some of thesevital questions, the Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation
Digtrict and Fairfield County Regiona Planning Commission are sponsoring a Conservation Easement Forum on
Tuesday, February 20, 2007, from 6to 8 p.m. Theforumwill be held at theAgriculture Service Center in Lancaster
located at 831 CollegeAvenue, behind OU-L. Comelearnfrom the expertsabout thefollowing conservation easement
programsavailablefor your farm/property:

 OhioAgricultural Easement Purchase Program ~ Vicki Kohli, Education Specialist, Fairfield SWCD

 Agricultura Security Areas~MikeBailey, Ohio Department of Agriculture/
Officeof Farmland Preservation

 Fairfield Land Preservation Associ ation ~ Jeff Johnson, Board Member of FLPA
» Tax BenefitsCAUV ~DaveMiller Wright Law Offices

Growth isgoing to occur within any community
and can be balanced to benefit all. Wehopethis
workshopwill helptoinform county landownersso
they can makeinformed choices. Itisfreeand open

toadl Fairfield County citizens. Contact Vicki Kohli 2007 Tree & Wildlife
at the Fairfield SWCD officeat (740) 653-8154 Packet Sale
toregister. information and

order form inside!

www.fairfieldswcd.org



OHIO WETLANDS HABITAT STAMP
CELEBRATES 25-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

The 2007 Ohio Wetlands Habitat Stamp, depicting the
majestic northern pintail duck, marks 25 yearsof work by
the program to conserve waterfow! habitat, according to
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)
Divisonof Wildlife

“By purchasing habitat tamps, Ohio’swaterfowl hunters
have made great contributionsto wetland conservation both
in Canadaand Ohio. Thousandsof acresof waterfowl habitat
havebeen restored or enhanced through the tamp program,”
said StevenA. Gray, chief of the Division of Wildlife.

TheOhiolegidatureinitiated the” duck ssamp” program
in 1982, mandating that 40 percent of sale proceedsgotoa
“recognized wetlands conservation organization.” Ducks
Unlimited (DU) hasbeen Ohio’slongtime partner inthis
endeavor, using the program proceedsto secure wetlands
inCanada, whicharethe“ nursery” areasfor many migratory
waterfowl that passthrough Ohio.

To date, $2.8 million has been contributed to wetlands
acquisition and preservationin Canada. Additionally, $4.3
million hasbeen used for wetlandsenhancement, restoration,
management and researchin Ohio.

Thefirst Ohio Wetlands Habitat Stamp was compl eted
by internationally recognized Ohio resident artist John
Ruthven. Hisstamp depicted two wood ducks, and to date
isgtill thebest-selling stamp, with 41,319 issued.

The first Ohio Wetlands Habitat Stamp juried art
competition was held in 1983, with artist Harry Antis
depiction of mallards sel ected asthewinner. Ten of the 25
winning artistshave comefrom Ohio. In 2004, Ohio artists
swept the contest, with Adam Grimm'’ swood duck selected
asthewinner, and Greg Clair and Dick Benson finishing
second and third, respectively. Overdl, artistsfrom 15 states
(including Ohio) havewon the competition.

Ohioans Harold Roe and Lynn Kaatz have won the
contest multipletimes. Roewonfour times,; Kaatz wontwice.
Since 1996, judging of submitted artwork hasbeen heldin
conjunction with Ducks Unlimited’ sannual convention,
extending the Division of Wildlife's partnership with that
organization.

DISTRICT COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

Don’t forget thedistrict college scholarship of $500 for
any graduating senior that plansto study Agriculture, Naturd
Resources Conservation, Environmenta Education, Geology,
Biology, and thelike. Applications are available on our
website at www.fairfieldswed.org, with the Guidance
Counselorsat each High Schooal, or at the SWCD office.
Deadlineto apply isMarch 31. Interviewswill becompleted
inApril, with aselectionmadeby May 1.

WORKSHOP FOR WOMEN L ANDOWNERS

Thisevent will beheld on Saturday, April 21, 2007, from 9
am.to 6 p.m. at the Ohio Department of Natural Resources
District 4 Headquarters Conference Room, 360 East State
Street in Athens, Ohio.

Thisisaunique opportunity to learn about owning and
managing land, apractical, hands-on workshop for the non-
traditional landowner. You don't need to own land to attend
this one-day event. All you need isan interest in being a
good steward of your little patch of ground. Topics will
indude:

* Introduction to owning and managing land

» Working inyour woodsto make them abetter placefor
you and your family

* Wildlifebehavior, ecology, and management

* Landscaping, gardening, and backyard wildlife habitat

» Working with mapsand aeria photographs

» Taking stock of what you have and figuring out how to
get to where you want to be

 Land management agencies, groups, and programs

In addition, they will havetheir own Natural Resources
Road Show. Bringitemsyouwould liketo haveidentified or
explained, andthepanel of expertswill dotheir best toidentify
them or explain them. You can alsolook forward to hearing
about what other women have done on their ownlandina
Show-and-Tell. Finally, you'll get achanceto stretch your
legs—and your brain during a Field Session on Plant
Identification.

Theworkshopisopentothefirst 60 applicants, sosendin
your application as soon asyou can. Attendeeswill be sent
aninformation packet beforethe day of theworkshop. There
isno cost, but lunch and of coursetravel and lodging will be
on your own. This workshop meets the educational
requirementsfor new certifications under the Ohio Forest
Tax Law (OFTL). For moreinformation contact Terence
Hanley, Ohio Division of Forestry Service Forester at (740)
589-9900.



NEWLY ELECTED SUPERVISORSSWORNIN

JohnAlbert of Pleasant Townshipand Dick Kilbarger
of Bremen were sworn into office by Ohio Supreme
Court Justice Robert R. Cupp during the 64" Annua
Meeting of the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water
Conservation Didtricts (OFSWCD) held in Columbus
January 16-17. John and Dick wered ected to theboard
at thedistrict’ sannua mesting in September 2006.

Elected to three-year terms, John and Dick join
fellow incumbent board members Steve Miller, Tim
White, and Joe Young in administering the Fairfield
SWCD’snatura resource conservation programs.

TheOhio Federation of Soil andWater Conservation
Digtricts was organized in 1943 to further the natura
resource conservation mission of the state’ s88 county-
based SWCDs. Assubdivisions of state government,
soil and water conservation districtshavelegd authority
to assst landowners with a wide range of soil, water,
woodland and wildlife conservation objectives. Another
important god isto provideinformation and education
programs on natural resource conservation and
management topicsfor awiderangeof county residents.
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John Albert (Ieft) with Ohio Supreme Court
Justice Robert R. Cupp.
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Dick Kilbarger (left) with Ohio Supreme Court
Justice Robert R. Cupp.

TIM WHITE RECEIVESAWARD

Tim White, Editor of The Ohio Farmer Magazine, is shown
here receiving the Presidential Award from Ken Riedlinger,
past president of the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts.

TimWhiterecently recelved the Presdent’ sAward
from the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water
Conservation Districtsduring their annual banquet in
January. Tim’'soutstanding coverage of conservation
farm families and their agricultural undertakingsin
“The Ohio Farmer Magazine” generated thisaward.
His plaque read “For Outstanding Service in
Communicating Ohioans Conservation Efforts and
Stewardship”.

Timiscurrently theBoard Chair for the Fairfield
Soil and Water Conservation District. The office staff
and other board members congratulate Tim on his
well-deserved award!



BENEFITSOF FROST SEEDING LEGUMES

Adding legumes to hay and pasture fields brings at least
four benefits, and frost seeding is a simple but effective
method. Broadcasting legume seed on the soil surfacein late
winter (Feb. 15 to March 15) allows the seeds to become
covered as the soil freezes and thaws.

1) Higher yields The total yield of forage per acre is
increased. For example, a study conducted at Lexington,
Kentucky, compared renovating a fescue pasture using red
clover tofertilizing thegrasswith nitrogen. Inthisstudy, adding
6 pounds of red clover seed to a fescue pasture produced
higher yieldsthan fescue fertilized with up to 180 Ib. N/ac.

2) Improved quality Adding legumes to grass fields
improvesforage quality over grassaone. Thisadded quality
includesincreasesin palatability, intake, digestibility, and nutrient
content. Theresultisimproved animal performance. Research
has shown that legumes improve animal growth rates,
reproductive efficiency, and milk production.

3) Nitrogen fixation Legumes get their nitrogen needs
from symbiotic bacteriathat livein “knots’ (nodules) on their
roots. These bacteria are added when the legume seed is
inoculated. This“fixed" nitrogen providesthe nitrogen needed
by the legumes and also grasses growing with them. Alfalfa
usually fixes the most, between 200 and 300 pounds/acre/
year, while annual |espedezaison thelow side with about 75
pounds. Red clovers can fix 100 to 200 pounds of nitrogen/
acrelyear. With nitrogen cost at 40 cents apound, that equals
40 to 80 dollars an acre benefit in nitrogen alone. At the
recommended seeding rates of 6 to 12 pounds (depending on
conditions) and a cost of 2 dollars apound, that equals 12 to
24 dollars.

4) More summer growth Most of the growth of cool-
season grasses occurs during the spring and fall. Legumes
make more growth during the summer months than cool-
season grasses. Growing grasses and legumes together
improves the seasonal distribution of forages and provides
more growth during summer.

Controlling grassand weed competition in anew seeding
is critical. Many attempts at renovation have failed simply
because grass was alowed to grow and reduce the light,
nutrients, and water available to the young legume plants.
The grass must be kept short by grazing or mowing until the
new legume plants are 3 to 4 inches tall. Stop grazing if the
animals begin biting off the young legume leaves. Grazing
and mowing should be stopped for several weeks to allow
the legumes to become well established. After this, the field
should be mowed or grazed on a schedul e that will help keep
the particular legumes used in good condition. A rotational
grazing system helps keep legumesin the stand longer.

EARTH CAMP

Earth Camp will be held at Alley Park, June 12-14, 2007.
Itisfreeand opento all Fairfield County students going into
third, fourth, and fifth gradesin 2007-2008. Students must be
attending a Fairfield County school and/or live in the county
tobeédligible. Thethemesfor thisyear include: Survival Day,
Ohio’'s Heritage Day, and Wet 'n’ Wild Day. Sign up begins
on May 1st and registrations will be accepted until the camp
isfull (maximum of 60 participants).

Also, wearein need of interested high school erg/previous
attendeesto assist asgroup leaders, soif you know of anyone
interested, please call Vicki Kohli at (740) 653-8154.

EARTH DAY

Earth Day will be held at Alley Park on Saturday, April
21, 2007. 1t will be held in conjunction with the “ Friends of
the Park” pancake breakfast. There will be activities and
crafts downstairs in the Nature Center and various displays
outside in the tent area. A tree seedling giveaway is aso
included. Come join us for information regarding our
environment and a chance to talk with folks working in that
field. Events begin at 8 am. and end by noon. Breakfast
will be served from 8 am. to 11 am. Earth Day is afree
family event open to all; however, the pancake breakfast is
$4 per person.

THE ADVANTAGESOF FARM DRAINAGE

The installation of subsurface drainage tile can benefit
farm ownersin multiple ways.

» Tiledrainage improves soil structure. It also increases
water holding capacity thereby reducing the severity of
drought and erosion.

* Itislesscostly toinstall tileto efficiently increase
production and income than to purchase more land.
Drained land increasesin value.

 Better drainage of pasturesimproves grazing
management.

» Earlier plantings and later tillage are an advantage.
Fields become more easily accessible throughout the
year.

» Excess moisture is removed which lowers the water
table. Thispromotesimproved root growth and
penetration which produces more moisture and nutrients
for the plant to grow.

 Surface crusting and flooding are better prevented
making herbicides and fertilizers more effective. Asa
result crop yields are increased.

Fairfield SWCD can assist with designs for these systems,
but there is currently no cost-share.



NEW ODNR DIRECTOR NAMED

Governor-elect Ted Strickland has sel ected Columbiana County Commissioner Sean L ogan to bethe next director of
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. Inthe announcement, Strickland said "I wasfortunate to work with Sean
when | wasamember of Congressrepresenting ColumbianaCounty and | know first hand how bright and hard-working
heis. Seantruly believesinthepotential of Ohio'sparksand natural resources, and he's someonewho will respect the
rightsof Ohio'ssportsmen and women.”

Logan currently sitson the Little Beaver Creek Scenic River Advisory Board. Logan received abachelor'sdegreein

politica scienceand speech communicationsfrom Muskingum Collegeand earned hislaw degreefrom Capital University
in2001. Heismarried with threechildren.

"From camping and hiking to hunting and fishing, our state parksand bountiful natural resourcesare avast source of
recreation—and economic strength—for our great state," Logan saidinastatement. "I ook forward to ensuring that Ohio's

natura heritagewill be enjoyed by Ohiocansfor generationsto come.” Logan replaces Sam Speck, aformer president of
Muskingum College."



