Agricultural Security Areas
     Fairfield County and Walnut Township have taken a major step, along with a neighborhood consisting of five families with multiple generations, to protect agriculture for years to come.  
     Bringing multiple generations and neighbors together to discuss and guide the future of their land use is critical to the preservation of our prime soils/farmlands, (soils capable of producing food at the current time), and agricultural opportunities.  Agricultural businesses never cease to contribute directly, and increasingly, to Fairfield County’s economy.  

     In April, the Walnut Township Trustees and the Fairfield County Commissioners passed resolutions to create an Agricultural Security Area (ASA) on 1,171 acres between Millersport and Thurston.  A pledge has been made for a period of ten years that the County and Township will not initiate, finance, or approve the installation of new roads, or water or sewer lines, while the landowners will not initiate new non-farm development during the same period of time.
     Recognizing the value of our prime farmlands will continue to be a driving force of the Fairfield County Development Strategy and Land Use Plan.  According to the Ohio Department of Agriculture, “When consumers buy Ohio food and agricultural products they are supporting the state’s farmers and food processors.  Food and agriculture is the state’s top industry, contributing more than $93 billion to the state’s economy, and employing one in seven Ohioans.  Protection of the land that produces our raw food only makes sense”.

[image: image1.jpg]/ MILLERSPORT M

1,171 ACRE

AGRICULTURAL ‘ 7

SECURITY AREA

S ETT

"( 55‘: BALTIMORE

n[;
%

EANANSN

*mm ‘

Q

&

n

|
7
A

IEEr,

N

\\i\\;

?au

%
%
Z

?
I;;l/?',/

.\

/

mh

DL
|



     John Torres, Organization Director for the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation in Fairfield, Hocking, Pickaway, and Ross counties said, "The Agricultural Security Area program is a vital piece in protecting our most productive farmland here in Ohio, and it embodies         a private-public partnership between the farmers in a community and their local government.  With agriculture continuing to lead our state's economy by producing essential raw goods and services for domestic use and international export, it is imperative that we continue to help our local farm families produce the world's safest, most affordable, and abundant supply of food.  We are glad to see Fairfield County continue to be a leader in protecting its rich agricultural resources."

     Ohio had eighteen ASA’s in eight counties encompassing 13,851 acres prior to the newest one in Walnut Township. 
     If you are interested in learning more about this program, and other farmland preservation efforts, please contact the Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District at 740-653-8154.     

